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Senior Leadership Message
 
Administrator Pruitt meets EPA staff
Have you met our new Administrator?  He's been introducing himself to headquarters
offices and staff. For example, on Feb. 23, he met with ORD leadership. And he's looking
forward to visiting other offices over the coming weeks.

 

As he stated during at his first address to EPA employees, Administrator Pruitt intends to
listen and learn. He's well on his way – not only visiting with offices, but stopping to say
hello to staff he sees in the corridors and elevators. If you see him walking down the
hallway

Hot Topics
 
Technical difficulties with EPAtv
Thank you for letting us know about your technical difficulties with using EPAtv to watch
Administrator Pruitt's Feb. 21 welcome address. The relevant offices are now looking into
the issue. Check out this week's Video Spotlight to view the full speech. 

 
Celebrate Peace Corps Week at EPA
Peace Corps Week, Feb. 26–March 4, is a time to celebrate Americans who served as
Peace Corps Volunteers. At EPA, there are about 450 returned Peace Corps Volunteers,
otherwise called RPCVs. About 250 RPCVs work in headquarters, and the other 200 are
spread across all 10 regions and a few of the labs. These 450 RPCVs served in over 92
countries.

 

The RPCVs@EPA will be hosting a coffee hour to celebrate Peace Corps Week 2017 on
March 1, from 3–4 p.m. EST, in the Ronald Reagan Building Food Court. RPCVs will have
the opportunity to mingle with other volunteers and share how their Peace Corps
experiences translate to their work at EPA.

 

Peace Corps fosters community, which is a goal that the RPCVs@EPA continue to support
through service events, social outings, sharing of inter‐ and intra‐agency resources, and a
monthly newsletter spotlighting RPCVs' projects. Having lived and worked in resource
challenged settings all over the world, RPCVs bring unique perspectives and first‐hand
knowledge to furthering the agency's mission, and they are always open to hearing ideas
for activities and collaboration that could potentially be relevant to the whole group.

 

To learn more about RPCVs at EPA, please see the RPCVs SharePoint site. To learn more
about Peace Corps Week 2017, please see the associated Peace Corps site.

 
Take 2017 Mission‐Support Customer Satisfaction Survey
On Feb. 24, all EPA employees should have received an email from "Mission‐Support
Benchmarking" with the subject line "2017 Customer Satisfaction Survey: Help Improve
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Benchmarking" with the subject line "2017 Customer Satisfaction Survey: Help Improve
Your Organization's Mission‐Support Functions." As Acting Deputy Administrator Mike
Flynn mentioned in his all‐hands message on Friday, Feb. 24, this survey is part of an
ambitious project led by OMB and GSA to benchmark the performance of mission‐
support functions, such as for contracting, human capital, financial management, and IT at
our agency and across government.

 

The confidential survey should only take only a few minutes to complete. Your feedback
will help identify the strengths of our mission‐support functions and help inform
management of areas that need improvement. If you did not receive the email, please
check your spam and clutter boxes. Contact benchmark@gsa.gov if you have any
questions or need assistance.

Key Dates
 

Happening This Week:
March 2: Lean Overview Webinar

 

Coming Soon:
March 14: Women's History Month Event

April 6: Lean Overview Webinar

 

Video Spotlight
Administrator Pruitt gives his first address to EPA staff.

Career Corner
 

Peer review training courses now available
Peer review is a fundamental aspect of developing the sound and defensible scientific and
technical work products that support Agency decisions. The following two training

modules for EPA employees on the Peer Review Handbook, 4th Edition are now available
on EPA's e‐Learning Portal:

Peer Review at EPA: Essentials ﴾short course geared toward EPA managers﴿
Peer Review at EPA: Using the Agency handbook ﴾for peer review coordinators,
project managers, and other staff involved in or supporting peer review processes
at the Agency﴿
Managers and staff involved in peer review are encouraged to take advantage of
these training courses.  

To access the training:

Log in to EPA eLearning, click on the Science and Engineering emblem, and click on the
Peer Review tab on the left side of the screen.

IT Corner 
 

Is your office following Section 508 Standards?
Did you know that anytime you distribute an electronic document online or via a mass
email – whether it's for internal or external consumption – the document must meet
Section 508 Standards? Section 508 and Accessibility training is available with instructor‐
led classes and recorded trainings. Visit the Section 508 training page to find specific
training.

 

Check out the following checklists that can help you ensure compliance with the federal
guidelines. These checklists are available on the U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services site. You can also check out the specific EPA training available for each document
format.

 

Checklist: PDF File | EPA Training

Checklist: Word Document | EPA Training

Checklist: Excel Document | No Specific EPA Training

Checklist: PowerPoint Document | EPA Training

Checklist: HTML File | EPA Training

Checklist: Multimedia File | EPA Training   
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